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Town of Valleyview Land Use Bylaw No. 2016-08  26 
 

9.7.4 Any area required to be landscaped may be left in its natural state if native to the region and 
deemed acceptable by the Development Authority, or be loamed and planted with grass, trees, 
shrubs and/or flowers, or similar materials or a combination thereof, which enhance the 
appearance of the site and which complement the development thereon. Landscaping should be 
substantially complete within 1 year of completion of the development, which is taken to be the 
date of installation of a water meter for the property.  

9.7.5 New development shall minimize the removal of existing significant mature trees or other native 
vegetation. Where tree or vegetation removal is necessary, it should be replaced with new 
trees, vegetation or seeding within 1 year post occupancy.  Trees should be replaced at a one-to-
one ratio, for existing trees are over 8 cm diameter at 1.4 m above grade. 

9.7.6 A landscaped strip composed of shrubs, trees, berm or combination of these is required along 
the property edge next to roadways, between parking areas and buildings, and along the 
property edge as a buffer between two properties of different land uses. 

9.7.7 In all Commercial and Industrial districts, landscaping is required to screen all loading bays, 
waste and recycling areas and outdoor storage from public view. This may include hedging, 
planting or a combination of walls or fencing with landscaping. 

9.7.8 Parking areas in excess of 10 spaces should be broken into smaller areas and divided by 
landscaped strips or bays to enhance aesthetics, reduce heat generation from hardscape in the 
summer and add to pedestrian comfort.  As a guideline, the parking lot design should provide 
for one tree per six parking spots. Rain gardens and bioswales are strongly encouraged to 
absorb storm water runoff and reduce irrigation needs. 

9.7.9 Any lighting proposed to illuminate areas in any district shall be located and arranged so that no 
direct rays of light are directed to any adjoining properties. “Dark Sky” compliant lighting designs 
are preferred. 

9.7.10 Where fencing is required, use transparent and decorative fencing that maintains sight lines 
between the sidewalk and main building entrance. Steel, aluminum, galvanized metal, vinyl 
coated chain link, wood or vinyl are possible materials. Chain link fencing must have powder 
coated posts and be vinyl coated mesh in black, white, brown and green colours only; in 
addition, privacy slats of the same colour as the fencing are required for chain link fencing in 
downtown commercial district. Galvanized chain link fencing is prohibited except in industrial 
and service commercial districts. 

9.7.11 Barbed wire or razor wire fences are not permitted in residential districts nor in the downtown 
commercial district, and are permitted elsewhere only at the discretion of the Development 
Officer, except in industrial and service commercial districts. 

9.7.12 Fence heights of 4’0” should not be exceeded at the building frontage. 6’0” is permissible at the 
back and in side yards of properties. 
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